Center Moriches Principal Making a Difference One Child at a Time

Mr. Lino Bracco, principal of the Center Moriches High School, loves to teach. He loves kids. He is married and has three boys of his own.

“Teaching is a vocation a calling from God; something you were born to do,” says Mr. Bracco. He was born to teach. I knew that the minute I met him. Mr. Bracco is full of life and passion. His office walls are filled with motivational posters that encourage the students to believe in themselves and go after their dreams. The staff around him is friendly and they shine in his presence. He is a man you are just drawn to right away.
Born in Italy, Mr. Bracco came over to the United States on an ocean liner from Genoa, Italy when he was just six years old. It took him and his family a week to cross the Atlantic to New York harbor. His father had merely $50 in his pocket and a belief in the America dream for a better life for his family. Thanks to his parents, a better life is what Mr. Bracco achieved.

Mr. Bracco always enjoyed chemistry in school, so he went to St. John’s University College of Pharmacy and got a B.S. degree. He became a chemistry teacher in 1980 after leaving Genovese Drugs Store to accept a teaching position at Mater Christi High School in Astoria, Queens.
His students liked him right away because he dazzled them with fun and exciting demonstrations of chemical concepts. Chemistry could never be boring in his class, he wouldn’t allow it. It was not uncommon for Mr. Bracco to change into a magician’s outfit, top hat and all and find him teaching a lesson on equilibrium reactions gently tapping beakers coaxing them to miraculously change colors. He also coached girl’s J.V. basketball and boy’s Varsity soccer. He still gets Christmas cards from former students to this day.
From Chemistry Teacher to High School Principal
Mr. Bracco was a chemistry teacher for 14 years, a science department chairman for 3 years, and then an assistant principal for 7 years. The administration at the Sewanhaka Central High School District located in Nassau County where he was employed for most of his teaching career recognized his abilities and attributes and would encourage him to apply for job openings within the district.
He left Sewanhaka seeking a principal ship that was closer to home here in Suffolk County. He became the principal in Miller Place and after 4 years left, and since July 2001, he has been the principal of the Center Moriches High School. He fell in love with high school immediately. 

“This is my dream job,” says Mr. Bracco, “I love the school, the kids, and the community. The kids are my fountain of youth.”
The school has a new library with state of the art computers, a new gym, and a renovated auditorium. Mr. Bracco says the library is “their most popular room.” It is quite impressive. The community was involved in the school’s renovations and not only does the school utilize its impressive facilities but so do other organizations like Dowling College, Relay for life, and M.Y.O. for evening and weekend events, meetings, and classes.

Academically, The Numbers Are Rising

In the past 2 years, Mr. Bracco has built the school up academically. “Center Moriches has always been known for its sports team, (the Devil’s) but was not as known for its academics,” says Mr. Bracco.  “My mission was to change that.”
The number of kids who have graduated with a regent’s diploma is 75% versus 54% before he arrived. He anticipates that this year’s number will be even higher.

Mr. Bracco also initiated several new national honor societies for example; foreign language honor society “Before this society, students took the minimum number of language classes to graduate. Now, they are motivated to sign up for additional classes.” Mr. Bracco says “The world is a village. Our students are provided with foreign language opportunities to communicate and learn more about the different types of cultures and norms. The foreign language honor society broadens their horizons academically as well since they need a minimum of an 85 average for three years in a language to become inducted.”
In addition, the science honor society was also added. “Students who excel in science are rewarded by being selected to this society. All of these societies raise the bar for excellence in learning. College admission advisors are very impressed when they see students enrolled in several honor societies and in turn it increasing their chances of becoming selected into very competitive universities.”
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