Sometimes Your Career Chooses You
Ed Wesche is the Funeral Director and owner of Wesche Funeral Home in Center Moriches.
Why choose to be a Funeral Director as a profession? Because it’s a calling. A job that helps people who are in trouble and need the right person, at the right time, to get them through a difficult moment in their lives. 
According to Ed, “I wanted to go into the medical field when I was in high school. One day I stumbled upon a college bulletin that had mortuary science classes at Farmingdale College and it seemed interesting to me. My father said ‘what are you crazy?’ when I said I wanted to going into mortuary science. I told him that I wanted a profession in medicine, and if it didn’t work out, I could still use the credits I gained to go into medical school.”

But Ed still was not sure if he was making the right decision. He went to a local funeral home in West Islip and spoke to a funeral director there. “The director was so nice and kind and it made a big impression on me. He gave me the in’s and out’s of the profession. He told me it was hard sometimes, but it was worth it. After that conversation, I knew I was doing the right thing.”

Becoming a funeral director is not an easy process. Ed entered college in 1973 and got his license in 1976. In addition to completing his courses at Farmingdale, he had to complete an internship, apprenticeship, and pass national boards. While he was in school, he went back to the kind funeral director in Islip to see if he could handle the work. “After leaving there, I knew I could do this.”
Over the years, Ed has worked for other funeral homes either as a full time employee or doing freelance/consulting work. He even took a break to become a tug boat captain, until the tug boat industry went on strike, a strike that lasted 3 years. He knew then that he was meant to be a funeral director. He started Wesche Funeral Home soon after that in July of 1989.

“I am proud to be a part of the profession,” says Ed. “I enjoy taking the mystery out of dying. What happens in a funeral home is a medical procedure; that’s it. A funeral is for the living to celebrate the life of the person that is no longer with them anymore. It’s a gathering to support one another. Without a funeral, it’s hard to accept that the person is really gone. A funeral gives you closure. It’s an important part of the grieving process so you can move on.”
Ed is dedicated to building a legacy of fairness, compassion, and service. “My life isn’t really mine because I am always on call. I never know when I will be needed. There are a lot of hours, but its part of the job.” 
“I love my work. I am doing what I am supposed to be doing with my life. People come into my life that I have never met and 3 days later they tell me I am a part of their family. They thank me and tell me they could have not gone through this process without me. Their words are very gratifying and fulfilling.”
Written by Deborah Brown-Volkman, career coach at http://www.surpassyourdreams.com 

Do you have an interesting story to tell about your career? If yes, please send an e-mail to info@surpassyourdreams.com with what you do, how you got into your career, and why you enjoy it. You may be featured in an upcoming column.

Marilyn, pictures can be found at: 
http://www.unitedcoachingassociates.com/Ed-Wesche-3-05.html 

